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WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGULAR I{EETING OF PSPCS

DES I.'OINES IIASOHfC fEuPtE 22o8rd. S. 22]rd. Sf. (take llidnay exit # L49
west off  T-J..go to f i rst  stop l ight weet of Pacif ic I IWI. S.. . turn r ight.)

Thursday, l {ay l8th, L995..?t)Q t i I I  1O:O0 p.n. (door open about 5:}O pn)

Short  meeting..door pr izes..Auct ion (no more then three i tcns pcr pergon
please). .swap&s611..show & tcl l .  The program wi l l  bc a revier of  our
show conplete uith thc many treasurec you found..stories of salee made
and sug4estions to help ue make our nexf, show even bctter.

TIIE CHECK IS IN THE I'{AIL:

Test the decision has bcen made. fire contract hae bcen signed by Prcsidcnt
Dave Studebaker. The first thousand dollar.check has been mailed. PSPCSTs
lSth show will be held ApriI Z?tn 1996 at the rCcstern Washington Fairgrounds
in Puyallup, Washington,

For those of you not familiar with tdestern trlashington area; the Puyallup
Pairgrounds are located about twelve miles due east of Tacoma. ft is served
by freeways from f-5 and frorn the Xent Valley area. The show will bc hcld in
the rnodern 2]r4OO sq. foot Pavilion..on the ground floor. One of the big
pluses is the lrSOO parking apaccs located directly across the street. Thcre
is also a separate lot for seller parking. There is a built-in t(itehen that will
bc run by the fair. Therc is Air conditioning, house PA (for BilI) and handicappcd
reetrooms and parking. fhere will be drop eord power available.

Our hopet at this time, is to have 25O sir foot spaces for selling plus additional
table space for displgys etc. uc think both sellers and buyers will be pleased
with this facility and that it uill help to make our 1996 shov our best ever!

A IOOK AT OUR KEMf SIIOW:

For those of you who were unable to take part in therrrthird largcst onc day
camera shov in the United stateetf, herc is a quick run dovn on yhat uent on.
The weathcr waa ok..not too hot or cold and it only raincd a littlc bit. About
1r5@ hundred eager buyers came in. Hovever, this nas a drop of a hundred or
so from last year and may have been due to the toatal lack of parking causcd by
few spaces and many nany youth baecball games being played around Xcnt Coanong
on fielde that eeerned to have littlc parking. (Even the evcnt chainnan parked four
blocks awayJ Good reports uere heard on eales from several different sellcrs.
Buyers did seem to be spending some of their hard earned noney. Thc llinolta thicf
stnrck again; but hopcfully not too nany itcns uere lost. The buycra did thin
out about three pn but there Here stil1 a good nunber roaming thc halle until
five pt. Thc dieplqJra werc quite good and organizcr Don Tcnpel seened pl,eascd.
Sorac itcne did cone in through thc door and fiad new homcg. fhc Asian buycre
werc thcrc and nadc nore then one dealer happy. Again, therc was nuch Dore uecr
material then collectible material. Some nice images changed hande. It wouLd
be niee if in the future more collectible naterial was offered for salet 1.



The Original Cost
of

Antique and Collectible
Cameras

In
f995 Dollars

by
Ben Melton

It is tempting to feel nostalgic about the
'* ood old days" whe,n life was simple and
cameras and other things @st a lot less than
they do today.

Things were simple, all right. Before you
took your picture, you had to unfold the
camera. wind the film, measure or estimate the
light, meazure or estimate thc distance, foctts
the camera, set the shutter speed and set the
lens opening before you snapped your picture.

Well, maybe they weren't so simple
oompared to using a point-and-stroot or an AF
SLR, but cam€ras wetre a lot lcss expensive.
My fbst adjustable camera was a Foth Derby
with an f:25 lens. I bought it in 1937 for
about $40.00. That was a pretty good deal.
At least, I thottght it was at the time.

What did emeras cost in the good ole
days when qu ollectible cameras were built?
How mudr in tcrrns we can understand? The
tenns we c& understand bcst arc 1995 dollars.
sincc that's where we are. So I have prepared
a table of rcla,ivc valucs of the dollar in terms
of (Fcbnry) 1995 dollars, and in terrns of
1860 dollre.

From this table. I find that thc 1937 dollar
was equivalcnt in value to $10.49 in 1995
dollrs. so my Foth Derby cost the equivalent
of $420 in 1995 dollars.

Looking at the cameras I can buy for
that amount now is cnough to cure me of
furthcr yeaming for the good ole days.

The magnificent Zeiss Contaflex sold in
1935 for about $375, or about $4,130 in 1995
dollars. whidr strakes me up to think about it.
But that's enough of what impresses me. I-et's
see what we can figure out about your cameras.

The table on the next page covers the years
from 1960 through Gebruary) 1995. For each
year, the dollar amount in the ".[860 $" column
is the value of the 1860 dollar in terms of that
vear?s dollar. i.e. It shows that the 1860 dollar
was equivalent to $2.05 in 1928 dollars. The
"1995 $" column shows for each ycar how
many 1995 dollars are equivalent to one dollar
for that year. e.g. It shows that the 1928 dollar
was equivdcnt to $8.80 in 1995 dollars.

Pl.eese note that the table does not say
that in 1928. $2.08 in 1860 dollars is
equivalent to $8.80 in 1995 dollars. The only
rclationship beyween the 1860 entry and the
1995 eirtry for each year is that, multiplied
togethcr, they equal 18.05.

Using this table, if you know when your
camera ,or for that maner, your pocketknife
was marketed, and how muctr it sold for, you
can "translate" its price into 1995 dollars. If
you can stay awake, you can probably make
some interesting comparisons.

I hope you find it useful.

Bibliography:
l. Ttc Value of a l)ollar, 1t6,Gf989t

Scott Derks, Gale Research, c1994
2 Consumer Prlce Index, ln3-1993, lUl5/g3
3. Consumer Pricp Index, February 1995
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The Value of The Dollar
From 1E50 to 1955

In 1860 Dollan and in (February)lggs Dollars

DOLTITRVALUE

rE60 $ 1995 $

1660 $1.00 $1E.05

1E61 $1.06 $17.03

LE62 $1.21 $14.92,

rE63 $1.51 $11.e5

1864 $1.E9 $9.s5

1E65 $1.96 $9.21

1865 $1.91 $9.45

LE6it $1.7E S10.14

1E6E $1.71 $10.56

1E69 $1.64 $11.01

1870 $1.57 $11.50

1E71 $1.47 $t2.2E

tE72 $1.47 gr2.2E

LE73 $1.44 S12.53

1874 $1.37 $13.1E

1875 S132 $1-1.(i7

LE76 $1.29 $13.99

t877 $1.26 $14.33

IETE $1.20 $15.04

rE79 $1.20 $15.04

1E80 $r.23 $14.67

1881 $1.23 $14.67

1682 $1.23 $L4.67

t8E3 $r.21 ffi4.q2

1E64 $1.1E $15.30

r885 $1.16 $15.56

1EE5 $r.rS $15.97

1887 $1.14 $15.83

1888 $1.14 $15.E3

lEE9 $r.11 $16.26

1E90 $1.09 $16.56

1891 $1.09 $16.56

r8v2 $1.09 S16.56

1Ee3 $1.0E s16.71

DOLT*A,RVALI-IE
1860 $ 1995 $

1E94 $1.03 $t7.52
1695 $1.01 $17.87
1696 s1.01 $t7.E7
LEn $1.00 $1E.05
rEgB $1.00 s1E.05
1699 $1.00 81E.05
1900 $1.01 $17.E7
1901 31.02 8fl.70
L9tr2 $1.03 817.52
1e03 $1.06 $17.m
1904 $1.07 $16.S/
1905 $1.06 $17.03
1906 S1.0E $16.71
rw7 $1.13 $15.y/
190E $1.11 $16.26
1909 $1.09 $15.56
1910 $1.14 $15.E3
191r $1.14 $15.E3
L9r2 $1.r7 $15.43
1913 $1.19 $15.17
t9r4 $1.20 $15.04
1915 $1.21 Sr4.v2
1916 $1.30 $13.8E
1977 $1.53 S11.E0
191E $l.EO $10.03
1919 $2.07 $E.72
1920 $2.40 $7.52
L92r $2.14 $8.43
1922 $2.00 $9.02
1923 $2.04 $E.Es
r9?A $2.04 $E.E5
t925 $2.10 $8.60
1926 $2.11 $E.55
1927 $2.0E $E.6E

DOLIARVALUE

1860 $ 199s $
t92E $2.05 $E.Eo
1929 $2.05 $8.EO
1930 $2.00 $9.02
1931 $1.E2 f9.92
t932, $1.63 $11.07
1933 $1.55 $11.65
tvu $1.60 $11.2E
1935 Sl.ff $11.01
1936 $1.66 $10.87
193' $1.72 $10.49
193E $1.69 $10.68
1939 $1.66 $10.E7
1940 $1.6E $10.74
t94t $1.76 $10.26
1942 $1.9s $9.26
1943 $2.07 $8.72
Le44 $2.10 $6.60
1945 32.15 $E.40
1945 S2.33 S7.75
1947 $2.67 $6.76
19zfE $2.EE 96.27
1949 $2.E5 $6.33
1950 $2.88 96.27
1951 $3.10 $5.E2
1952 $3.17 $5.69
1953 $3.20 $S.O+
19s4 $3.21 $5.62
1955 $3.20 $5.64
1956 $3.2s $5.55
1957 $3.36 $5.37
195E $3.46 $5.22
1959 $3.48 $5.19
1960 $3.54 $5.10
1961 $3.56 S5.04

MLTAR VALTIE
1860 $ 195 $

1962 $3.62 $4.99
1963 $3.66 s4.93
196/- fa.71 $4.E7
1965 83.77 $4.79
1966 $3.6E $4.65
1967 $3.99 $4.52
196E $4.16 $4.34
1969 $43E $4.r2
1970 S4.64 $3.E9
t97t $4.E4 $3.73
L9T2 $5.00 $3.61
t973 $5.31 $3.40
t974 S5.90 $3.06
r97s $6.43 $?.E1
1976 $6.E0 s2.6s
Lgn $7.25 $2.49
197E $7.60 S231
L9't9 $E.6E $2.0E
1960 $9.8s $1.E3
19E1 $10.E7 $1.66
t9E2 $11.54 $1.56
19E3 $11.91 $1.52
19&r 912.43 $1.45
1985 $12.E7 $1.40
1966 $13.11 $1.36
19E7 $13.59 $1.33
19EE $14.15 $1.2E
19E9 $14.S3 9r.22
1990 $15.63 $1.15
1991 $16.29 $1.11
t9E2 $16.7E $1.08
1993 5r7.26 $1.05
1994 $17.54 $1.03
19e5 $1E.05 $1.00

3.



ilBACXSfDE filFoRt{ATIOil' r'

I.{ORE KENT SHOW:

Shirley will 1et us knov if we staycd out of thc rcd at thc llay mceting.

A11-in-a11 most everyone scencd to feel it wae a good shou. The sellers in
thc rrsnallrr room got too hot for a time but said there were lots of buyers
coming through. Ttre hospitality room nas busy again this Jrear. We hope to
8ee even nore menbers at our 1-995 show in Puyall-up. (Nor we wil1 be th- Puyallup
show not the Kcnt show. )

PSPCS REGULAR HEETTilG APRTL 19th:

Thc meetinB came to order at lzJJ p.m. There yere 44 members and two
in attend8llcGo l'{inutes were approved and treasurer eaid we still had

I'il INISHED BUSIHESS:

Shirley reported that ]5 delinquent members had been dropped.

Puyallup fairgrounde approved ue for 1995 for last weekend in April (Z7tfr).
Uc ara only gnaranteed for 1995 but donrt feel there will be any problens in
thc foll-owing yeare.

BiIl Xinber, and his conmittec, Rave their ehor report update. Committee is
doing sur've]r on how much timc shov conmittec donates to nake our show thc
Eucccas it ie. Thc comnittee is stil l looking'for volunteers for door and
setup hiday night. List was passed and positions were fil lcd. BilI Kirnber
said ue uill have an ad in thc Seattlc l{cekLy this year; and a covcr story in
thc Tacoma lfcwe Tribunc the day before thc show.

IIEU BUSIHESS:

lfo new business. I'hcrc was a question aaked about
River roon for interclub surap neeting in Hovembcr.
aftcr the meeting that the Treasurer would reserve
necting as Boon as possible.

PROGM}I:

Tte progran was Show & TeIl and reports on Portland and Vancouver B.C. show6.
Pivc mcnbers had sone yery interesting treasures to show. A very silent menber-
ship finally allowcd as how the two shows had been worth going to and selling,/
buying items from.

AUCTTOII:

Sir itens were auctioncd for a total of S1O7.OO.

DOOR PRIZES:

Arne Anderson and fred Forster wo.n the door prizcs. Heeting adjourned at 8:5O pm.

THE BELLOWS Newsletter is published 10 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc.
Information for The Bellows should be sent to: Bill Kimber 1413 Weathervane Dr.. Tacoma. WA98466-5712
(206) 564-4046.

Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Treasurer Shirley Sparrow P.O. Box ?0, Ronald, WA 98940
(509) 649-2477. P.S.P.C.S. members receive first notification of our sprins show.

PRESIDENT: DAVE STUDEBAKER, (206) 582-48'78
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guests
money.

renting Kent Connons Green
ft was decided by the Board

the room for the Hovembcr

ls. I


